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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Buckets of Water
New Southern Gothic From Four Female Artists
Curated by Brad Birchett and Vaughn Garland
September 19 – October 26, 2008
Opening reception Friday, September 19, 6-9 p.m.
Richmond, Virginia, September 2008:  Red Door Gallery announces Buckets of Water, an exhibition of artworks by four female artists whose works are inspired by their geographical experience and the mystical relationships within that existence.  Curated by Richmond, Virginia artists Brad Birchett and Vaughn Garland, the show opens to a public reception Friday, September 19th, 6-9 p.m. and runs through Sunday, October 26th.
About the Exhibit

The four artists featured in Red Door Gallery’s Buckets of Water – Heather Gray, Lynn Gufeld, Jody Hays, and Susann Whittier – in concert are collectors, makers, voyeurs, painters, weavers, photographers, sculptors, performers, and story tellers.  Not unlike a typical Southern Gothic novel with its undercurrents of family relationships, strong sense of place, colloquialisms and colorful characters, the artists’ works - while clearly separate and distinct - collectively establish an unmistakably Southern landscape that exposes hidden secrets and ephemeral spaces.
About the Artists

Vermont Photographer Heather Gray, originally from Gloucester, VA, turns a keen eye to the concept of the feminine as sex object, ensconced firmly in a rural setting.  Informed by her own personal experiences as a woman, mother, and housewife, her photographs invite the viewer to explore a separate, darkly whimsical reality, as daring as it is socially arousing.
- More -

Press Release – Buckets of Water (cont’d.)

Hailing from New York, and expatriated into a Southern survival, VCU Adjunct Professor Lynn Gufeld’s paintings explode with vibrant recharacterizations of relatives and friends placed into unexpected scenarios.  These sometimes outrageous depictions suggest atypical family portraits and render the viewer voyeur, catching the subjects unaware.  Likewise, her rough-hewn sculptural spheres created from industrial materials suggest ritual-monuments to a newly rooted existence. 
Nashville, TN artist Jodi Hays practices secretive yet ardent hero worship by devising iconic bouquets from found and created objects, personally delivering them to places of final repose.  Further exploring the nature of obsession, she documents her journey with video, photography, and painting as truncated self portraiture.
Sculptor and VCU Assistant Professor Susann Whittier presents morphed combinations of previously familiar objects, taken out of context and altered to emphasize the thin line between the known and unknown world.  By using the rhythm of repeating forms, her compositions explore contrasting concepts, at times macabre and beautiful; at once recognizable and foreign.
About the Curators

Artists, curators, and Virginia natives Brad Birchett and Vaughn Garland live and work in Richmond.  Both serve on the board of directors of 1708 Gallery, and have collaborated on several art exhibitions and projects.  Birchett received his MFA in Visual Art from Vermont College of Fine Art in Montpelier, VT; and is an Assistant Professor at VCU School of the Arts.  Garland, a graduate in Painting from VCU’s School of the Arts, is Director of Collections for the VCU Visual Resource Center and an Adjunct Professor at George Mason University. 
About the Gallery

Red Door Gallery was founded in 2006 and shows original works of art by established and emerging contemporary artists.  Located in the heart of Richmond’s Fan District and within walking distance of VCU, regular gallery hours are Tuesday – Saturday, 12-6 p.m. and Friday, 12-9 p.m.  For more information, please visit www.reddoorgalleryrichmond.com, or call Gallery Manager Meredith Timberlake at 804-358-0211.
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